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In their function as a representative body of the general public, lay judges are”

employed to be a counterbalance of sorts to the legally trained professionals. Our data
show that congruency with the high court's ruling decreases as lay judges increase
in age, which is suggestive of more life experience (as measured by years lived)
leading to a different opinion on the legal matter of premeditation in the selected
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“Since the socialization program must be directly related to the functions and goals
of the institution it serves, an analysis in depth of the creation of the programs and
the purposes of their message should reveal the existence of internal consensus or
dissensus about the institutional role of the federal courts. Since socialization is
training in role behavior, pursuit of research in this area may provide explanation as
well as description of the court system’s definition of judicial role and of the nature

of the federal judiciary as an organization.”81
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